Week 4 – Recognizing
Grace
Judges 13:5, 24, 25
[And God said to Manoah’s wife] You will conceive and give birth to a
son. No razor may be used on his head, because the boy is to be a
Nazirite, set apart to God from birth, and he will begin the deliverance of
Israel from the hands of the Philistines." The woman gave birth to a boy
and named him Samson. He grew and the LORD blessed him, and the
Spirit of the LORD began to stir him…
1. Samson was a Nazirite by birth
1) He was to never drink _____________________.

The man who loved to tell ________________ was himself
the greatest riddle of all. But here’s the thing:
we are all a bit of a riddle.
Romans 7:15 The good that I want to do I do not do;
rather, the bad I don’t want to do is what I do.

4. God views Samson much differently.
1) God did not see Samson as an utter _____________________ any
more than He sees you and me as utter failures.
2) God saw Samson as a man who was weak, desperately in need
of _____________________.

2) He was to never touch a _________________________________.
3) He was to never have his ______________________________.

2. However, Samson violated his vows to the Lord repeatedly
1) He married a ____________________. (Judges 14:1-4)

3) God viewed Samson as a man He could ______________ in spite
of his shortcomings.

1 Corinthians 1:27, 28
27 Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame
those who think they are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to
shame those who are powerful. 28 God chose things despised by the world,
things counted as nothing at all, and used them…

2) He killed a ________________, touching the carcass. (Judges 14:6-9)
3) He engaged in heavy ___________________. (Judges 14:10)
4) He violated his ______________________ covenant. (Judges 16:1ff)
5) He was given to uncontrolled __________________, violence, and
repeated retaliation. (Judges 14:19; 15:1-8)

Hebrews 11:32, 39, 40
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak,
Samson…these were all commended for their faith, yet none of them
received what had been promised. God had planned something better for us
so that only together with us they would be made perfect.

Yes, we are ________________________; that is the bad news.
And… he allowed Delilah to cut his hair!

But the good news is that ______________ is God.

3. We often view Samson as a failure, a loser, and a warning.
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