
 
                                                                                     Week 4: 
                                                                               Principles When  
                                                                             You are Perplexed 
 
 
 
Habakkuk 1:2-4 
2 How long, O LORD, must I call for help?    But You do not listen! “Violence is 
everywhere!” I cry, but You do not come to save.  3  Must I forever see these evil deeds?    
Why must I watch all this misery?  Wherever I look, I see destruction and violence. I am 
surrounded by people who love to argue and fight. 4  The law has become paralyzed,    
and there is no justice in the courts. The wicked far outnumber the righteous, so that 
justice has become perverted. 
 

Review of the Story:  Habakkuk was frustrated …  
 

1. With the wickedness of God’s ______________________. 
 
2. With the slowness of God’s ______________________. 
 
3. With the senselessness of God’s ___________________. 

 
Response of the Prophet:  To Habakkuk’s credit, he …  
 
   1. Took the problem to God with _________________ prayer.   

 
2. Focused on God’s attributes he knew rather than God’s 

workings which he ________________________. 

 
Habakkuk 1:13 - "Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; You cannot tolerate wrong. Why 
then do You tolerate the treacherous? Why are You silent while the wicked swallow up 
those more righteous than themselves?" 
 
Reflections on the Text:  Insights from the passage include … 
 
1.  While there is an important place for sound understanding  
in the Christian life, not all situations can be remedied by our 
__________________________________________.  
 
Isaiah 1:18 –"Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-7 
5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.             
6  Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.                                          
7 Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. 

 
 
2.  Habakkuk took deliberate steps to move away from self-destructive 

thinking and positioned himself where he could _________________ 

______________________. 

Habakkuk 2:1 
I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see  
what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 
 

 

 

3.  Habakkuk determined that the time had come for him to 

_________________ rather than continue ________________________, 

to quietly wait rather than to insist on immediate resolution. 

 
      Notice how he intentionally mixes up that metaphor.  
Technically, you don't watch and see what a person says.  
           You listen and hear what a person says.  
But Habakkuk isn't mistaken or careless in the way he words  
        that sentence. He's very clearly trying to show that  
 
________________________ are involved and focused on God. 
 
 

          A watchman on the walls often sees nothing.      
                  But he is patient and quiet.  Why?   
                      Because He is looking for that  
                   which has not ____________________________. 


